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ON THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN IN 
TRUE RELIGION AND WORSHIP.* 

By Mabel C. Batter ham. 

The child of to-day is taught in his catechism that his duty 
towards God is “ to worship Him and give Him thanks." 
Do Christian parents give as much thought to their child’s 
duties towards God, as they do to his duties towards his 
neighbour r That scheme of education is sadly lacking 
which only prepares a child for the short span of life he can 
hope to pass on this earth, and fails to prepare him for his 
real life of which this is such an infinitesimal part. We know 
very little of that life, but we do know it will be a life of 
worship. Does modern child-training, in the first place, train 
a child s character for that worship? Since we cannot 
worship a God whom we don't know. I preface my remarks 
on children s worship with a few suggestions on early 
religious training— education in the knowledge of God. 

t as often struck me as strange that this subject does not 
recede more attention from the educated mothers of to-day. 

T ^ a§C \ thlS WaS brou g ht home to me very forcibly, 
to t ed / m ,° ther of some experience when she would begin 
o teach a child of ordinary intelligence the Apostles’ Creed 
She answered, “ I never thought about it.’’ Though I feel fn 

tha^Tam 8 ^ ^ ^ t0g6ther ideas on this great subject, 
for me ” I J Xercis . ln £ m y se lf in matters that are far “ too high 
forme, I can claim to have thought about it. 8 

T e „ mast rec °g nize clearly two forms of religious training 

II. That in which ^ ^ u™ 8 directI y from his teachers. 

taUght indirecl1 ^ by "bat he sees 

of the h p.N P E r u e in Ap^ wasThee 8 

Mothers’ Guild at Eastbourne ’a short tim^T 0 " ° f c ‘? n ‘ lddreSS fiiven ^ her to a 
needed a thorough revision to fit it for miblicV^ ' 1 ^ d'* that * paper so formed 

so as ,t was written during a time of i 11 hea b 'n ° u* f*™* the “«* 

leisure afforded by a busy life. The „„„ ? ^ bnef and inf « quent intervals of 

Her words as I now read them itS revision was not given her. 

*om the grave. To re- Wr te IhTlJ ‘ Tt ‘° me aS 3 p «cious message 
undertake. I am therefore content^ let U , 5"* d ° De is a tas]{ 1 not 

condition.- J. w. B. 1 ppear > with this apology, in its unrevised 
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In reference to the former, let me first say that the parent 
is responsible for all dogma that her child is taught. If 
religious instruction is given by a teacher, the mother should 
be quite certain what that instruction is. I feel sure that all 
mothers will agree with me that they alone should teach the 
child his faith. We cannot begin too early to teach our child 
is relationship to God. Never let him remember a time 
when he did not say his prayers. 


“ Prayer is the simplest form of speech 
That infant lips can try, 

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high.” 

Those prayers are from the first our best opportunity and 
greatest responsibility. 

I want in this part of my paper to treat chiefly of the 
religious training of the intellect. The child’s prayers must 
be made intelligible to him or they will be unreal. They 
must be reverent or they will be unreal. They must from the 
very first include all that constitutes prayer, viz., praise and 
thanksgiving, intercession, personal petitions. 

To teach a child to express his gratitude will help to create 
the feeling, and if we can teach him to be unselfish in his 
prayers, we are starting him on a royal road which some of 
us have found hard to discover in later years. It is perfectly 
natural for children to pray for those they know. Others, 


outside their family circle, for whom they are bound to pray, 
only need suggesting to them, e.g., their parish priests, the 
schools or creche of the parish, any neighbours v\ho are ill. 


A child’s prayers are much more real to him if in them he 
remembers the events of the day — a journey, a new arrival in 
the home. Prayer, then, is the first means of educating a 
child in his intercourse with Almighty God. Next to their 
prayers, children’s hymns deserve more attention than they 
often get. So much can be taught by them. That beautiful 
hymn, such a favourite with us, might be taught at an early 
ao-e— “ My God ! how wonderful Thou art ’’ ; also “ Praise 
to the Holiest in the height.” Those which portray religious 
emotions far above their ken should be carefully avoided. 
They are the fore-runners of insincerity and hypocrisy. As 
we are careful that really good pieces of poetry from our best 
authors are selected for children's recitation, so we should 
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choose those hymns which our children ought to love. Let 
them learn “ Our blest Redeemer/’ “ Through the day Thy 
love hath spared us,” “There is a land of pure delight,” 
■“ The Head that once was crowned with thorns.” 

As soon as a child takes intelligent interest in pictures, his 
religious instruction may begin. Here let me say (I know it 
will be much questioned) that all Bible reading should be 
from the Bible and not from the watered-down children’s 
versions of it. I suppose that no mother would, if she could 
help it, entrust to a stranger the unspeakable privilege of 
handing down to her child those truths which are her most 
prized possession. Mothers— mothers alone, can give a child 
real religious teaching. In the first years of childhood this 
needs very little learning, but it will always require a great 
deal of prayer and self-denial. Many mothers, I believe, 
leave dogma tremblingly alone. Now, if a child requires clear 
definite instruction in secular subjects, how much more does 
he in religious ? In these, as in those, he must have the best 
instruction that can be got. “ Undenominational” teaching 
can never become part of a child’s self. Religious generalities 
are worse than useless. Do not think, however, that I 
advocate teaching a child the Athanasian Creed at the age of 
three ! By presenting a truth to a child before he is able in 
any way to grasp it, we are damaging that truth for him in 
the future. It is the way in which children are taught that 
makes the difference. Those truths which are intelligently 

taUght t0 a Child by a P erson *' hom l>e im- 

To nl; , leVeS are truths which wil! stick - Children are 
a thirs/f y r era T have SUCh ready ima S'nation and such 
Wes d th r ? ‘ hiS kind ' that the task » m °re 

we must d,ffiCUl U H ° Wever carefal ‘K« early teaching, 

darkTavo? d eX ht Ct K U he ° hild Wi " never S° trough a 
day of doubt, but that through it all he will believe- 

“pj ‘ 8 b f Ut for a ^me; I press God’s lamp 
Ai ri , e ? breast; its splendour, soon or late 
W.ll pierce the gloom : I shall emerge one day.” 

water their/si? ^n’ 0 p! ant some real ideas so deep, and to 

life, the th^r: 1 yt seTs r ha°,rbe inflU b nCe d that ' in afler 
and the Bible that noth! " be so b °und up with God 

our country w/m ™ fe e 7, w ! ’ ar ' ‘"T. lf > t00 ’ ™ 

y St teel that vve ar e doing a work, even 
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above that of statesmen and generals, in doing what we can 
to enable the rising generation to save their country from 
materialism and undenominationalism. In this sense it may 
indeed be true, that “ the hand that rocks the cradle rules the 
world.” 


I have no time to make more than a few suggestions on 
the keeping of Sunday, though I feel that it is a subject of 
the utmost importance, and one that all mothers have to face. 
It need not be a difficult one. Those children who have been 
taught how to spend their week days, will find their Sunday 
duties and pleasures fall into their right places. We can but 
teach them that it is first of all a day of worship, and secondly, 
a day of rest. That all things are lawful, though all are not 
expedient. That the liberty of the children of God must not 
prove a stumbling-block to weaker brethren. Of one thing, 
I am certain ; we must be quite clear ourselves what we are 
going to teach our children on this subject, as on all others; 


if we are to really help them. 

I now pass to the consideration of the indirect religious 
teaching of the child conveyed to him by observation and 
experience. A child’s spiritual nature is so greatly influenced 
by the tone, as well as the teaching, of his home, that I feel I 
cannot approach this subject without saying some of the 
things which have burnt themselves into my brain, after what 
I have witnessed in the homes of some of our children. 
Before children are anything else, they are imitative— at first, 
of course, unconsciously. Even infants, I believe, will think 
as we think. For instance, when they have done anything 
that grieves us, they see the look on our faces, and feel them- 
selves in the wrong, thinking, in a sense, of their transgression 

as we think of it. Infants’ religion is taught by object lesson, 
as all their teaching should be. It is by our reverence at the 
mention of Holy things that they first become conscious of a 
Something above and beyond them, and are revere " . 
Thus in earliest infancy the mother has a never-fai g 
attitude of mind to appeal to— the child s lmitauvenes . 
a natural God-given instinct, and the mot ier Lc 
estimate its value. It will be among Her strongest agen s fo 
good all through child-life. 

mothers ever realize its existence ! If they did y 

surely give more serious consideration to the choice 

guTrdians, governesses, and nurses for their children. 
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But it is to his mother that the child looks for his ideal, and 
however awful and humiliating the thought, we have no right 
to try to get away from it, 

Children’s unconscious imitation greatly affects their habits 
of reverence. I believe children to be naturally reverent, and 
that every child is born into the world with a natural religion 
in his soul, and a natural reverence for an Unseen Presence. 
Parents either foster or hinder that God-given instinct. 

Professor Sully says in his book on Psychology— 1 * The 
religious feeling takes its rise in close connection with moral 
discipline, but Volkmann, the German psychologist, thinks 
that “ The religious emotion is distinct from the moral in its 
origin and early development.” All seem to feel it a subject 
which is not to be made clear by any amount of reasoning 
Most mothers will probably agree that the instinct is mani- 
fested at a very early age, even though they do not believe it 
to be inherent in the child, and that if this instinct is never 
appealed to, it may remain dormant any number of years 
> m our scheme of education, we allow this religious 
instinct to remain dormant, we are, to regard it from another 
stand-point, educating our child as though he lived in snm, 
prehistoric age before the evolution of man's religious facuTv 

C S "° pare "‘ WOuld d ° ‘hat! But do thf 2 o% y o> 

it is easy to quicken this Divine instinrt in inf • • 

book by tie Rev The H° p *?" ‘° , qUOte from a well-known 
‘be most 116 One of 

“v inSrifr at -- 

in the Unseen if nothW IT $ m ° ther ^ "° " vin S belief 
recalls those truths of Thfch t X, ° r d ° eS in his presence 
belief in God will sharT t T I r X ^ the "' surel y, his 
if. on the other hand the L T S belief in fairies ' And 
as well as his other su’rrounT' S °° kS ' W ° rds and acti ons, 
can anyone say that his b 1' remind him of those truths,* 
chance of surviving? ^ 616 ln them would not have a good 

growth of the 1 rel i gimt s °in stln ct^ ^ m ° St polent hindrances to 
8 mSt ' nct ln children is the worldlines.. 


IN 1RUE RELIGION AND WORSHIP. 


13 


weTofen thlnT" TheTTt erS (wh ° m . we aU k "°») Xhlm 

a mother ! ''-the flioolnt T r S0 " X Sh ° Uld haVe bee " a 

r m XT til Ch= ‘C a„]Tlt 

vour chi,i — x 

expression either that you are living in view of an Unseln 
P esence and for a life beyond the grave, or that, though 7ou 
talk about such thtngs sometimes, your keenest interest Ind 
your deepest emotions are stirred by things which are al- 
ogether on this side of the grave, and strikingly mundane in 
comparison with your professions. 

What so simplifies our work is that for a child the unseen 
things are the real things. His soul has just come from the 
Hand that put the stars in their places— “ the Maker of all 
things, visible and invisible,” and, as the child has no know- 
ledge of the things which form the earth-born clouds of 
maturer minds, he drinks in, as his natural spiritual food, all 
that we can tell him of the unseen world, feeling instinctively 
that it is true. 

Unless we, by our attitude of mind, make nature, beauty, 
love, art, etc., “ of the earth, earthy,” they are to him part of 
God’s world, and therefore, to be learned about, spoken of, 
and treated with reverence. 

“Earth’s crammed with Heaven and every common bush 
alive with God.” So in quite his earliest years we may help 
him to adjust his interests, his faculties, in short, his whole 
nature, “ body, soul and spirit,” in that perfect balance which 
alone constitutes true holiness. 

“All that meets the bodily sense, deem symbolical— one 
Mighty Alphabet for infant minds! and, we on this low world, 
Placed with our backs to bright Reality 
That we may learn with young unwonted ken 
The Substance from the Shadow.” 


Emerson says — “ We grope after the Spiritual by des- 
cribing it as invisible. The true meaning of Spiritual is Real. 

We must so train our children that this attitude the 
continual recognition of the presence of God, will be habitual 
when they are men and women. 

How little, in these days, is there of reverence ! And what 
is life without it ? Reverence for God — for God s laws for 
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the soul in man. Parents want their children to be clever, to 
be successful and smart. Are they equally anxious that they 
should be reverent? Reverent to parents, to all in authority, 
to old age, to goodness and excellence wherever they find it { 
Without reverence can be no real life, no love, no religion. 
We mothers can beware of beginnings. Is not one of the 
present-day hindrances to reverence the spirit of criticism ? 
We meet it on all sides in quite young people. It is nothing 
short of appalling to hear young persons still “ in their ’teens ” 
criticising not only their parents and elders, but also the most 
saintly and gifted of men and women with a degree of 
assurance that makes us sad. It is worth while to do all we 
can to save our children from this fashionable sin. 

“ Let knowledge grow from more to more, 

But more of reverence in us dwell ; 
that mind and soul, according well 
May make one music as before. 

But vaster.” 

Another hindrance to reverence is haste. Later life must 
be strain. Youth should be spent in leisurely and wholesome 
growth if our children are to be spiritually and intellectually 
thoughtful. I here must be time for silence in the heart, for 
thought to do her work. Cannot we teach our children some- 
thing of the spirit of recollectedness, that they may not find 
themselves strangers to it when they feel its need in later life ? 

Ihere, is another certain way in which we hinder our 
children s spiritual growth, viz., by lack of enthusiasm. The 
youth of to-day is so sadly lacking in this quality. It is 
not the fashion to be enthusiastic. Yet, if by irresponsive 
coo ne ss towards our children’s every-day interests we can 
build walls between them and their hopes and ambitions 

Zion: W 0 " Wm 7 inflUenCe tHem thereb y in ™«er S oi 

are enthusiastic enoU gh about secular educa- 

We n0t ’ ° ur anxie ‘y to make our children good 
some times forget that they are members of a Divine 

fidelUv’t It7s b they 7 e reverence > obedience, love, and 
Church for the f T en ‘ huslasm - as members of the Catholic 
chihjren Z f ^ Creed that we ma y inspire our 

tlmm Wha " °7‘ h0Se tmlhS and - if need to -lie for 
is o-rpatl • u mirac ^ es cou ld we not work by it 1 It 

-s greatly owing to the lukewarmness of their mothers that so 

few men now take Holy Orders, and that still fewer volu„7er 
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IrlinTn^m ™ SSi ° nar y work - 0u ght not their whole "early 
7 " 7 , 7? Prepared their souls for that vocation-if 

trod should call them to it ? 

caolbleofthe w\ h ° dy aim at making its acti vities 
capable of the highest achievements. We want our child to 

be so educated as to have a living relationship with the 

present, its science, literature, art, and social needs. If we 

want nm also to have a living relationship with God we 

must teach him all we know of true worship. Do we do this ? 

It has often appeared to me that (perhaps out of reverence 

for it; we leave too much alone the spiritual side of the child’s 

nature. Yet we have only to speak to a child of God, Heaven 

and angels to see how eagerly he drinks in all that we 

can tell him. Among the many influences which surround 

the young and may help to nourish religious principles and 

raise a child’s mind into a permanently higher atmosphere, we 

must place art and literature. Children will love the highest 

when they see it, but we have to show it to them. I suppose 

that the mother of narrow and mistaken religious proclivities, 

who wishes her child to sacrifice the divinely-implanted- 

aesthetic affinities of his nature, is a rare being nowadays. 

I hope so. 

A child notices the beautiful in his surroundings. The 
earth, the sea and sky are to him a treasure-house of glorious 
visions. We must be careful not to thrust upon him anything 
to mar their suggestiveness. Nor is it enough that a world 
of beauty is always within reach. We must see that the 
sense of beauty is kept on the alert. Charles Kingsley, 
speaking of the life of the Spirit, says, “That inborn delight 
of the young in all that is marvellous and fantastic — has that 
a merely evil root ? No, surely ! it is a most pure part ot 
their spiritual nature, a part of the heaven which lies about u* 
in our infancy.” Angel-wings with which the free child 
leaps the prison walls of sense and custom, and the drudgery 
of earthly life. It is a God-appointed means for keeping 
alive what Wordsworth calls those “obstinate questionings, 
blank misgivings of a creature moving about in worlds not 
realized.” It is told of William Blake that he said, I assert 
for myself that I do not behold the outward creation. What ? 
it will be questioned, when the sun rises do you not see a 
round disc of fire, somewhat like a guinea r Oh no ! no ! I 
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see an immense company of the Heavenly Host crying, ‘ Holy i 
Holy ! Holy ! is the Lord God Almighty.’ I look through 
my eye, not with it.” 

A child loves pictures, and in these days, by reproductions 

anrl nVmfocrranhs of the masterpieces of art -l 


mu ivvuo — — — — j ^ j x ^ 1 ouuaions 

copies and photographs of the masterpieces of art, we can if 
we will, educate a child’s taste as well as satisfy his soul. I n 
art, as in his religious and other acquirements, the child can 
only go one step at a time. We must limit his early pictures 
to such as have subjects easily within his range of intelligence 
Pictures with angels in them appeal to children who have 
been taught the guardianship of those holy beings. Pictures 
of the Madonna and Child delight children of still earlier 
years. So from the first we may help them to “lift up their 
eyes to the hills.” Plato says— “ Whenever anyone, beginning 
from things here below, through a right practice of love 
ascending, begins to discern that other beauty, he will almost 
have reached the end. For this, in truth, is the right method 
of proceeding toward the doctrine of love, or of being con- 
ducted therein by another— beginning from these beautiful 
° jects here below, ever to be going up higher, with that 

from r Z i'" V ‘7 ’ Us ; ng them as s,e P s of a ladd er, mounting 
from the love of one fatr person to that of two, and from the 

love of two to the love of all, and from the love of beautiful 

persons to the love of beautiful kinds of knowledge till he' 

£X\ f romd ^e.,°f knowledge to that knowledge which 

its T h T 6lSe SaVe the Absola <e Beauty 

' . \ a " dknows ^ at length as in itself it really is ” 

reading a chTldl “ nearer heaVe " tha " ° UrS - and ‘here « "» 
eading a child loves more than sacred allegories (I sunnose 

thesTto our cWld th “ e ° f AdamS a " d Monro ') reading 

feels that he can ^*1“ atraos P here in which the child 
time. It would h of 5 hln ? s « he could not at any other 
and deity of God^rThe^ ° Urchlll,ren to realize the being 
earlier perhaps than d h ; VOrshl P which is His due if we, 

the divine and the s them the vision of St - John 

’ S ° ng ° f the Cherubim and Seraphim. 

c p us each hour with steadier eve 

Th, ' the deepening mystery, 

Ihe wonders of Thy sea and sky 

I he blessed angels look and long 
pratse Thee with a worthier song 
And ye, our silence does Thee wrong.” 
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his spiritual manhood should bT« dea ' for ° ur ch,ld ? That 
that the natural should TT f , btr ° n « er tha " th e natural, 

attain this ideal we must strU, 1 , , ' ljod - To 

work for and to thiTend T ^ t h ‘ S SUrr ° Undin ^ 
pressure of modern life, with all its claims^ &nd pe . rsistent 
view this ideal for our child-however far from “we mil be 
ourselves. It is only by first spiritualizing the atmosphere ^f 

may so express what is difficult to explain, that we can 
br mg true worship within the range of a child’s comprehension. 

c can teach him that every attempt of his to do right will 
show him more the way to do right, and the need of spiritual 
help to follow it. We must not let him undervalue the 
material, but must teach him to look beyond it to the 
spiritual, so that true worship may be the natural outcome ot 
his life. We know that the angels of God worship Him 
continually. May we so train our children that they, though 
a little lower in the scale of creation, will of their own free 
will delight in His worship ! 

I ’ 01 many years we may make their prayer-time an in- 
spiration and a help, in spite of all our mistakes, to bend the 
tree in the way we seek to train it. We cannot, as I have 
said before, be too careful to make their prayers intelligible 
to them. Children should be natural in their petitions; they 
should know the Doxology and the spirit of it. For their 
evening devotions part of the hymn, “ Glory to Thee, my 
God, this night,” may be used. It is true we cannot teach 
another person what we do not know ourselves. It is equally 
true that we can teach a child a great deal, because we 
believe it ourselves, which would otherwise be beyond his 
reach. If we really “ believe in the Communion of Saints,” 
we shall as naturally teach our children to pray for all their 
dear ones in paradise as for those on earth. 

Instruction of children in public worship is more difficult. 

It is well to teach them that our churches are for their use, 
that the church is God’s house, and, therefore, their home, 
whither they may go at any time on any day. I believe this 
to be a very practical way of making children realize that 
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week-days should be levelled up to Sundays— not 
In these days of shortened services children for 


not dislike going to 


the reverse, 
fortunately do 

nut 6 ~-o church, as many must have done some 

thirty years ago. I he meaning ot the different parts of the 
service should be explained to them, and if we want our 
children to worship with their bodies as well as with their souls 
it is well to explain to them the symbolical meaning of the 
different parts and “ornaments” of the church. Wandering 
looks may thus be turned to good account. Children might 
be allowed to be present at the service of Holy Baptism 
much oftener than they are. It is a service in which thev 
show an interest, one that teaches them much and helps them 
to remember their own baptism and all it means for them. 

But all our teaching and training will, if we are true to our 

faith, be centred in our Church’s highest act of worship the 

Holy Eucharist. I think it natural that we should approach 
this subject with fear and trembling, but we have to encourage 
us the thought that those “ things which are hidden from the 
wise and prudent are revealed unto babes.” We mothers 
cannot be too thankful that we live in an age when we can 
bring our children to that service so soon as we feel they can 
attend it with reverence. No two children are the same in 
their nature and development ; what would be right treat- 
ment for one would perhaps be imprudent to adopt in the 
case of another child of the same age. When a child has 
ate service explained both from Bible and Prayer-book, 
nas had every prayer reverently read and thought about, and 
, U f y lm P res sed by the solemnity of the service, we need 

breeder ^ ^ W1 “ b ® irreveren C or that familiarity will 
should K 11 empt ' Personally, I think that the attendance 

cemionai /T e u’ * rate for *<>me time, as an ex- 
festivals Wh t0 \ glVen ’ say ’ once a month or on high 
prefer^ t^hT ^charist is possible it is to be 

books most d# ° nger Celebration. Many admirable 

Children’s use atThis^rricT S ' mple ’ ^ n ° W published for 
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In this, as in all our teaching, we can only give as much as 
we possess, “lhat only which we have within can we see 

I hope that in these few remarks on the training of the 
spiritual instinct in children, I have made it clear that I do 
not mean the training merely of their emotions. I believe 
that great harm is done by using up, as it were, their 
emotions too early in life. Experienced teachers have told 
us that the result is invariably disastrous. A child’s religion 
must be an objective one ; he must be taught that it does not 
depend on what he feels — that it is something outside himself. 

.The difficulties of this training will readily suggest them- 
selves to all mothers. But the results are in other hands. 

“ We’ll keep our aims sublime, our eyes erect, 

Although our woman hands should shake and fail." 


It is only mothers who can light the torch which shall 
illumine the things of God, the things of the soul, the whole 
life from infancy to manhood, and she must light it from her 
own. Whittier has these beautiful words : — 


“ I have no answer for myself or thee 
Save that I learned beside my mother’s knee — 

‘ All is of God that is — and is to be — and God is good,’ 

Let that suffice us still, 

Resting in childlike trust upon His Will; 

Who moves to His great ends, unthwarted by the ill.” 

If we would have our children, though in the world yet not 
of it — using it without abusing it ; if we would have God’s 
Presence and its hallowing influence over their homes, 
sanctifying and sweetening all their intercourse with their 
fellow-men, we must teach them the true meaning of worship. 
Taking them to church will not suffice. That alone will not 
prepare their souls for the Beatific Vision hereafter. We 
must so train their spiritual sight, that they “ may see in all 
around us holy signs of Thee.” We cannot ensure them 
realizing their ideal, but we can teach them to idealize the 
real. 

“ Still through our paltry stir and strife 
Flows down the wished ideal, 

And longing, moulds in clay what life 
Carves in the marble real ! 

To let the new life in— we know 
Desire must ope the portal, 

Perhaps the longing to be so 

Helps make the soul immortal.” 
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It may sound high-flown and impracticable, but I do 
believe that it is possible to do more than we do to help our 
children in their spiritual life. In the first place by our 
prayers . 

“ Who has aught to love, and loves aright, 

Will never in the darkest strait despair. 

For out of love exhales a living light, 

A light that speaks, a light whose breath is prayer.” 


I hen, too, in this great work for those nearest and dearest 
to us we need much faith . So much of our work seems to be 
in the dark ; yet “ Feeble hands and helpless, groping 
blindly in the darkness, touch God's right hand in that 
darkness." Finally we need simplicity . Let me here quote 
Macdonald's beautiful words : — 


“ For at the heart of womanhood 
The child’s great heart doth lie ; 

At childhood’s heart, the germ of good, 
Lies God’s simplicity ; 

So, sister, be thy womanhood 
A baptism on thy brow, 
hor something dimly understood, 

And which thou art not now; 

But which, within thee all the time, 
Maketh thee what thou art, 

Maketh thee long and strive and climb 

The God-life at thy heart.” 








LAW. 

By the Editor. 

I. 

No vagrant speck of matter, dream of mind, 
b inds being but it straightway finds a mate, 
Calm, waiting to receive it, — its own Law. 

With fear-constrained eyes men watch this rule 
Take silent, sure possession of their lives 
Through all the incidents that mark the years. 

No change of state so quick, but, ere it work, 
The Law of the new state doth rise and come, 
With the slow ease of one who takes his own, 
To grasp, and hold, and rule its every issue. 

Beating sting’d insects, kicking against pricks, 
Is all attempt t’ avert the course of Law : 

Or act, or say, or do but think a thought, 

And such, and such, shall surely come to pass, 
Lore-ordered sequent of that act, that thought. 

O agony of ever-narrowing walls, 

That closer, closer, hedge in work and thought 
And love and all of life, till the poor soul 
Ever more straiten’d, gasps for space to be ! 

Sweet sudden liberation, then to discern 
The true face of the Law ! That Law, for us, 
Not we for Law exist; that Law is Will; 

The present, personal, living Will of God, 
Whose every motion is a pulse of love. 

In a large room straightway the feet are set, 
And all the powers of men do stretch and play, 
Expand themselves, break into vigorous life 
In such full inspiration of high air. 


